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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM, (New E(Ml. X, (Fasc. 177-178), 2000 LEIDEN, pp. §i%-Fu <

UMAYYA B. ‘aBp suams — UMAYYA 5. KHALAF 839

plays so remarkable a part in the story of the origin
of Islam. Through his son Mu‘awiya, he is the founder
of the dynasty of Sufyanid caliphs, which early became
extinct with Mu‘awiya II, son of Yazid 1. Another
son of Yazid, Khalid, has a legendary reputation as
the founder of Arabic alchemy, and a grandson, Abii
Muhammad Ziyad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Yazid al-Sufyani,
was slain by the ‘Abbasids at Medina in 132/750
(al-Tabari, iii, 54). Yazid b. Abi Sufyan, who was
Mu‘awiya’s predecessor in command of the army of
Syria in ‘Umar’s reign, left no descendants. Of the
other sons of Abi Sufyan, ‘Utba, ‘Anbasa, Yazid,
Mubhammad, ‘Amr, only the two first had issue. A
collateral branch of the Bant Umayya, descended
from Abli ‘Amr b. Umayya, whose paternity, as we
have seen, was not absolutely certain, included among
its members al-Walid b. ‘Ukba b. Abr Mu‘ayt b. Abt
‘Amr, governor of Kiifa under “‘Uthman and later a
favourite of Mu‘awiya during his caliphate, also known
as a poet (Aghani', iv, 175-90). His father ‘Ukba had
been made prisoner at the battle of Badr and put to
death by Muhammad, who could not forgive the
insults which he had heaped upon him at the begin-
ning of his preaching in Mecca; the shameful mem-
ory of the father weighed heavily on the son, and is
often revived in ‘Alid polemics against the Banu
Umayya. A son of al-Walid, Abii Katifa ‘Amr, is also
known as a poet (Aghani', i, 7-18). All the members
of the line of Abii ‘Amr settled in ‘Irak and al-Djazira.

Bibliography: Ibn Durayd, K. al-Ishtikak, ed.

Wiistenfeld, 45-50, 103-4; Mus‘ab al-Zubayri,

K. Nasab Kuraysh, ed. Lévi—Provengal, 97-192; Ibn

al-Kalbi, in Caskel and Strenziok, Gamharat an-nasab,

1. Tafeln, nos. 8-16, ii. Register, 131 (‘Abd Shams),

569-70 (Umayya); Baladhuri, Ansab al-ashraf, iv/1,

ed. 1. “Abbas, Wiesbaden 1979,.containing the part

earlier ed. M. Schloessinger and M,J. Kister,

Jerusalem 1971; G. Rotter, Die Umayyaden und der

zweite Biirgerkriege (680-692), Wiesbaden 1982, 108-

26, 253 ff. (detailed genealogical tables); and vari-

ous references in the works of H. Lammens: Etudes

sur le régne du calife omaiyade Mo‘Gwia I°, Paris 1908;

Le calbifat de Yazid 17, Beirut 1921; and La Mecque

a la vellle de ’Hégire, Beirut 1924, 53, 196-7.

(G. Levi Derra Vma-[C.E. BoswortH])

UMAYYA B. ABI 'L-SALT b. Abi Rabi‘a, pre-
Islamic poet and member of the Thakif [g.2)]
tribe of al-Ta’if, related, through his mother
Rukayya bt. ‘Abd Shams, to the Meccan aristocracy,
with whom he enjoyed a close affinity, if his panegyrics
on the notables ‘Abd Allah b. Dju‘din and Harb b.
Umayya [g.2.] and his threnody for the Meccans slain
at Badr [¢..] are genuine.

Umayya’s existence has never been questioned (he
is lauded in a poem by Suraka b. Mirdas [g.0.]),
although every aspect of the traditional picture of him
(given by Ibn Kutayba, al-S4i7, 279 as “he had read
the ancient scriptures of the scriptures of Allsh and
loathed the worship of effigies... In his poetry he
would tell tales (kisas) of the prophets and produce
many terms unfamiliar to the desert Arabs which he
had derived from the ancient scriptures and stories
which he had derived from those of the People of
the Book”) has been subjected to sceptical scrutiny.
Some 900 of his verses are extant, his poetry having
been collected in diwin form by Muhammad b. Habib.
T. Seidensticker, The authenticity of the poems ascribed to
Umayya Ion Abi al-Salt, in J.R. Smart (ed.), Tradition
and modernity in Arabic language and literature, Richmond
1996, 87-101, argues “that there might well be some
authentic material” (96) among them.,

Five elements should feature prominently in an
assessment of what may plausibly be expected of
Umayya’s poetry: the religio-cultural environment of
al-T2if, Umayya’s traditional identification as a fanif
[¢.v.], his dealings with Muhammad, the fragmentari-
ness of his poetic remains and the motives for falsi-
fication. Umayya was a contemporary of Muhammad,
and they were reputedly hostile rivals: this would
preclude influence on the latter by the former, as
stipulated by Cl. Huart, Une nouvelle source du Qoran,
in 74, ser. 10, vol. iv (1904), 125-67: see E. Wagner,
Grundziige der Klassischen arabischen Dichtung. Band II. Die
arabische Dichtung in der islamischer Zeit, Darmstadt 1988,
8-9. Umayya’s non-traditional, so-called “religious” verse
(if genuine) may attest to the circulation, in Mecca
and its environs, if not throughout the peninsula, of
the kisas [see Kisas AL-aNBIVA’] elements of the Kur’an.
There is at times considerable divergence between
Umayya’s poetic version of a tale and that in the
Kuran. Legendary material contained in tafsir [g.0.] is
often adduced as a source, though this material must
itself have a source, and J.W. Hirschberg’s champion-
ing of pre-Islamic Haggadic material remains attrac-
tive ( fiidische und christliche Lehven im vor- und friihislamischen
Arabien, Cracow 1939). Discussions of Kur’anic echoes
and ideas in Umayya’s poetry should take account of
research into such features of the poetry of the Mukh-
adramiin {¢.0.]: see J.E. Montgomery, The vagaries of the
Qasidah (forthcoming), ch. 6, and might necessitate a
revision of Umayya’s floruit and his (spurious?) lau-
dation of the Prophet. Only snippets of his verse have
survived and although some long poems have been
reconstructed, it is impossible to draw any conclusions
as to their narrative style and techniques and also to
determine whether the legendary “religious” material
ever formed part of a (traditionally conceived) polythe-
matic kasida [¢.0.]. F. Schulthess (Umajja ibn Abi s Salt,
Leipzig 1911, 5-6) thought that he could discern in
the clumsiness of Umayya’s versification proof that he
had taken his narrative materials from prose versions.
Any emotional or character analysis of Umayya on
the basis of such shakily attested texts is unwise.

Bibliography: Given in the text. See further the

Bibl. given by Seidensticker in the article cited.

(J.E. MoNTGOMERY)

UMAYYA . KHALAF b. Wahb b. Hudhafa
al-Djumahi, rich trader and chief of the clan
of Djumah in Mecca at the time of the Prophet.

He is known in early Islamic historical writing and
the Sira as an opponent of Muhammad at the open-
ing of his prophethood. He was a member of the
delegation of Kuraysh to Abfi Talib complaining about
Muhammad’s activities in Mecca. At the time of the
first revelations he is said to have mocked the Prophet
and defamed him, kamazahu wa-lamazahu. Consequently,
Ibn Ishak [g.z] sees this as having been the occasion
for the revelation of siira CIV (a/-Humaza). Traditional
Kur’an exegesis is not so sure as Ibn Ishak about this
(see e.g. al-Tabarl on siara CIV). According to the
Stra and to exegesis, he was moreover one of the
Meccan ashrdf to whom stira CIX was addressed. His
name is regularly linked with Bilal [¢.».], Muhammad’s
mu’adhdhin and one of the best-known representatives
of the mustad‘afin, the social group of the weakest
Meccans, whom Umayya is said to have caused to
be tortured after Bilal’s conversion. It was to be Bilal—
but according to other accounts, Khubayb b. Yasaf—
who killed Umayya with his own hands at the battle
of Badr [g.v.]. Although the relevant reports on this
are controversial, they nevertheless state indubitably
that Umayya’s killing at Badr was understood as an



