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ARAP DILBILIMINDEKI ‘TERADUF’ ve ‘FURUK’
ARGUMANLARININ MUKAYESELI TAHLILI
-el-Furiku’l-Lugaviyye’ye Giris {IIT}-
Omer KARA"

OZET

Bu malkale, ‘teradiif elestirisi’ ve furtakul-lugaviyye'ye giris’ seklinde
tasarlanan bir dizinin {i¢line{l basamagin: olusturmaktadir. Teradif
ve furakun olgusallifs icin sunulan dilsel, tarihsel ve Kur'ani argi-
manlarin yeterliligi ve tutarlifn kritize edilecektir. Bu baglamda
teradiif ve furtk icin sunulan arglimanlarnn hangileri daha otantik-
tir; tutarhidir ve yeterlidir? Bu argimanlarnmn kritigi, hangi ditsel alamn
éncelenremizi gerektirecektir; veya éncelemek gercekten kacinilmaz
mudir? gibi sorularin cevaplari, bu makalenin iskeletini tesekkiil et-
tirmektedir.

Anshtar XKelimeletr: terdddf, miiteradif, mitekarib, furoku'l-
lugaviyye, el-fark, aget, hadis, rivayet, vaz’, ta’lil, atif, te’kit, icqz-
thtisar, giir.

ABSTRACT

ANALYSIS OF ARGUMENTS OF SYNONYMITY ANE FURUQ IN
THE ARABIC LINGUISTICS
-INTRODUCTION TO THE ‘AL-FURUQ AL-LUGHAWIYYA’<{III}-

This article is the-third step of a series which has been planned as-a
criticism of synonym and as an imtroduction to “al-furfiq al-
lughawiyyah”. It was attempted te discuss consistency-and efficiency
of synonymity and furuq arguments. Which arguments presented for
synonymity or furuq are auathentic and consistence and effective?
The answers of such questions formed framework of this article.

Key Words: Synonym, synonymity, close-meaning (words) al-furtig al-
lughawiyya (lingiustic differences), al-farq (difference), verse, hadith,
transmissions, justification, conjunction, laconism, poem.

1

Dr., Yiizinci Yil Universitesi [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Tefsir Anabilim Dah.
omer_karal@hotmail.com
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Muta‘addin — Ta‘addin
Mu‘tall — qlia

Mutamakkin — Tamakkun ( [‘:L»;,>

igg}?%
conal

Mutaradif

The term mutarddif means ‘synonym’; in addi-
tion to this technical term, other expressions
are found in Arabic medieval works: mwdfig
li- “‘corresponding t0’, makdna ‘in the place of’
(Gully 1994:38-39).

The question of synonymy was dealt with by
medieval Muslim scholars from both a practical
and a theoretical point of view, Of the former
type are works such as al-’AsmaT’s (d. 213/828)
Ma xtalafa *alfadu-hu wa-ttafaqat ma‘ani-hi ‘A
collection of synonymous words and expres-
sions’, a sort of mirror image of works bearing
titles such as Ma ttafaga lafdu-hu wa-xtalafa
ma‘nd-hu ‘A collection of homonymous poly-
semic words’, for instance by al-Mubarrad (d.
286/900). Both treatises show a different side of
the lexicographical activity of the Arab philolo-
gists, who made an effort to collect and classify
the copious lexical heritage of the Classical

Arabic language. In these works, homonymous
and synonymous words are accompanied by
poetical or Qur'inic awahid ‘textual evidence’,
and authors are not concerned with a theoreti-
cal definition of ‘synonymy’ (tardduf). It is at
any rate noteworthy, although nor surprising,
that one and the same author (e.g. Ta‘lab [d.
291/904]) does not admit theoretically the exis-
tence of synonymy, but at the same time draws
up lists of synonymous words (e.g. Ta‘lab,
Majalis 101; cf. Suytti [d. 911/1505), Muzhir
I, 4311, 412). Lists of synonymous terms are
found also in Ibn as-Sikkit (d. ca. 244/858),
ar-Rummani (d. 384/994), and others {Schulz
1994b:248, 252).

Theoretical questions about synonymy occu-
pied not only philologists but also theologians
and literary critics. They all have the same
point of departure, the notion of — ism ‘noun’,
considered in its semantic-philosophical con-
nection with its ontological correspondent, the
musammd ‘nominatum’ (lit. ‘the named one’),
or the ddt ‘essence [of the thing]’. According to
the grammarian ’Abit ‘Utman al-Mazin{ (d. ca.
2.49/863; cf. ‘Askari [d. 395/1004], Furiig 20},
in fact, two kinds of ‘noun’ exist: the ism mabd
which indicates its nominatum ‘as a gesture’,
and the ism sifa ‘descriptive epither’, which
connotes or signifies it. This important distinc-
tion influenced the thinking of all those who
were interested, for various reasons, in defin-
ing synonymy rather than just showing a rich
choice of similar words to be used for literary
or lexicographical purposes.

According to Ibn Faris (d. 395/1004; Sabibi
114-116) and as-Suyisd (Muzhir 1, 402-407),
two opposite views exist toward synonymy: the
point of view of those who think that different
words with the same meaning do exist, and the
point of view of the others, who affirm, as Ibn
Faris himself does, that in fact every different
word has a different meaning. The first and
more general way of distinguishing between
words appearing to have the same meaning
is to apply the distinction between noun and
attribute at a grammatical and formal level.
For instance, for sayf ‘sword’, which can be
designated by items such as mubannad, sdarim,
and others, the only ism is sayf, the other desig-
nations being sifat (‘the Indian one’, ‘the sharp
one’, and so on; cf. Suyitl, Muzhir 1, 405).
Yet, at this level, the distinction barely touches
the question of whether synonymy occurs in

Leiden 2008, pp. 39°% ._ 20 S

Edit. by. Kees Versteegh, Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics, vol.III (Lat-Pu),

ISAM DN.190008
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