e

850 MA HUAN — MA MING-HSIN

this branch expedition. Mills notes that Ma Huan
probably added sections on Zufar and Aden to his
book after his return to China in 825/r422 (op. cit.,
35)-

Ma Huan, although still a relatively young man,
probably accepted that his journeys to the Indian
Ocean were over when the emperor Jen Tsung forbade
further expeditions to that remote region in 828/1424;
however, when the Hsiian-te emperor revoked this
edict in 834/1430 and ordered the ageing Cheng Ho
to undertake his seventh and final expedition to the
“Western regions”, Ma Huan was once again em-
ployed as an interpreter.

Cheng Ho's seventh expedition is better document-
ed than any of the preceding six. We know that more
than 100 large ships took part in the voyage, and that

a total of 27,550 men sailed with him. The fleet left i

Nanking in 835/1431, and returned to China in 837/
1433. Once again, Cheng Ho and/or his emissaries
visited Southeast Asia, Bengal, Southern India,
the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Peninsula and East
Africa. On this voyage we know that Ma Huan
sailed with a branch of the main fleet to Bengal,
and thence to Kozhikode (Calicut) in South India.
It seems very likely that from Kozhikode Ma Huan
was sent, with six other Muslim emissaries, to Mecca.
Mills has calculated that Ma Huan left Kozhikode
about mid-836/1432, and arrived in Mecca about
three months later; he then spent a further three
months in Mecca before rejoining Cheng Ho’s main
fleet at Kozhikode in 837/1433.

On his return to China, Ma Huan added a lengthy
and accurate account of Mecca to his Ying-yai sheng-
lan. He notes that the inhabitants of T ien fang (*‘the
Heavenly Square”, a clear reference to the Ka‘ba)
are “stalwart and fipe looking”; they *‘bind up their
hands”, whilst their womenfolk “wear a covering
over their hands, and you cannot see their faces”.
He describes the Haram and the Ka‘ba in detail,
noting that the pilgrims tear pieces from the kiswa
(sc. the mantle used to cover the Ka‘ba) as souvenirs,
just as occurs today. He also mentions the Prophet’s
tomb at Medina, though his error in situating the
well Zamzam near the latter rather than at Mecca
causes Duyvendak to question whether Ma Huan
did, in fact, ever visit the Hijiz (Ma Huan re-examin-
ed, 73). An excellent translation of Ma Huan's
account of Mecca may be found in Mills, 173-8.

To the best of our knowledge, Ma Huan never again
left China. He continued working on the Ying-yai
sheng-lan, in collaboration with Kuo Ch’ung-li, and
the completed work was eventually published ca. 855/
1451. Ma Huan is thought to have died some nine
years later. Unfortunately, the 1451 edition of Ma
Huan’s book has long been lost, and our present
knowledge of the Ying-yas sheng-lan rests on three
later editions, all dating from the latter half of the
Ming dynasty (Mills, 37-41).
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MA MING-HSIN (Maithess’ Chinese-English
Dictionary, Revised American Edition 1969, charac-
ters nos. 4310, 4534,.2735), also kmown as MugAMMAD
AMiN, a2 Chinese Muslim Jeader of the mid-
12th/18th century who was #sstrumental in the
development and spread of the “New Teaching”,
a neo-orthodox reformist mesement in Chinese
Islam which swept Northwest €hina in the latter
half of the r2th/18th century, a=d which played an
important part in the great méd-r3th/rgth century
Muslim revolt of Ma Hua-lungfgv.).

Ma Ming-hsin was born at angsknown date durmg
the first half of the rzth{r8thgentury at An-ting,
a small town some go km. sosmfh-east of Lanchow,
the capital of the Chinese prowisce of Kansu [{g.v.].
The site of Ma’s birthplace mak%es it probable that
he was a Hui (Chinese-spealdzg} Muslim, though
his travels in Turkestan led Hartmann (op. cit. in
Bibl., 28, n.) to describe him asamative of that region,
whilst his role as a religioms reformer amongst
the Salar Turks {¢.v.] of southwestern Kansu and

‘eastern Chinghai has also led #& his identification

as a Salar (see Mary C. Wright, op. cit., in Bibl,,
108). Confusion over Ma’s ethwmic origins may have
been further compounded by kis adoption of an
Arabic soubriquet, a practice common amongst
the Hui.

Ma Ming-hsin seems to hawe first come to the
attention of the Chinese authbmities in rx75/1761,
when he returned to Kansu after 2 prolonged period
of travel and study in Central &sia and Arabia. Dur-
ing the course of these travels a made the pilgri-
mage to Mecca and visited the ¥emen, where he was
initiated into the Nakshbandi ferika (Tawidu®, op.
cit. in Bibl., 115). It seems probable that he returned
to Kansu via the major Nzhkshbandi centre of
Bukhara, as well as through 8= lesser Nakshbandi
centres of Kashghar [¢.v.] amd Yarkand. On his
return, Ma proclaimed himsel the ‘‘Possessor of
the True Teaching” (Hartmann, ia Bibl., 123, n. 128),
and armed with a ‘‘magnetic personality’’ (Ford,
op.cit. in Bibl., 154) and the prestige naturally
accruing to hddjdji on this distamt periphery of the
Muslim World, he began to espound a heterodox
form of Islam with the avowsd aim of reforming
the Chinese umma.
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